My comments are made as Chairman of Blueharts Hockey Club on behalf of Blueharts who are joint tenants with Hitchin Cricket Club of the land to the west of Lucas Lane, Hitchin.  The cricket club have two pitches both of which have access from Lucas Lane, one of which runs down towards Friday Furlong / Oughton Head Lane.  These two grounds are essential for their 3 adult teams and their fast growing Colts organisation, which now exceeds 100 boys or girls playing the game.  Lacrosse and youth football is also played on our grounds.

Jointly Hitchin Cricket Club and Blueharts Hockey Club have always looked to improve the facilities at Lucas Lane and in recent years have supported applications made for planning permission for housing of some of the land west of Lucas Lane to help fund the installation of an “all weather Astro” hockey pitch with floodlights and the refurbishment of the pavilion. Planning requests for these improved facilities have encountered an absolute refusal by planners to countenance floodlit facilities.

League rules require all men’s and virtually all ladies hockey to be played on “astro” hockey pitches, which to be viable must have floodlights.  Our consequent inability to use the grass pitches adjacent to the pavilion has increased our costs and impaired the cohesion of the club.  This has also constrained our development. 

On the clear understanding that the proposals of the Council includes green belt land up to the ridge line west of Lucas Lane i.e. includes all land on which sport is currently played, the Hockey Club could support the proposals for housing on all the land occupied by both the Cricket and Hockey Clubs, provided that suitable land is available in or near Hitchin on which the clubs could be relocated.  In this respect we would expect help and support from NHDC in identifying a suitable alternative location for the clubs.

Alternatively, we could support an allocation of land for housing immediately adjacent to Lucas Lane (i.e. the strip of land between Lucas Lane and the current pavilion) on the clear understanding that planning permission for an “astro” hockey pitch with floodlights would be granted as part of the same planning submission.  Again we re-iterate that these facilities would need to be in addition to the two cricket pitches currently used.

Finally we need to ensure that we continue to provide adequate and improved sporting facilities for the residents of Hitchin either by staying at Lucas Lane or relocating and possibly providing excellent facilities for other sports if a suitable alternative site could be acquired.

