Mens Senior Herts Match Report

John Barrett, John Sapsed and Matt Gardner from Blueharts were selected to represent Hertfordshire in the National County Championships. They joined players from St’Albans and West Herts as well as two old faces from Hitchin Boy’s School, Rob Cornell and Freddie Sterling-Brown! Further honours were had for Blueharts as John Barrett was asked to Captain the side!

In a great effort Herts lost out in the Division B final to Staffordshire whose side was made up of Cannock and Leek NL players, and included a GB international by the name of Scott Cordon!

Hertfordshire’s route to the final started two weeks prior to the finals weekend on the 17th May where they won their qualifying group and gained promotion to Division A for next year. In this qualifying round Herts recorded the following results:




Herts v Royal Navy  ~ won 3-0




Herts v Northamptonshire ~ won 3-0




Herts  Essex ~ drew 0-0  (Herts missed to PFs!)

The finals took place at Old Loughtonians on the 30th May. Herts drew the Army captained by one Major Guy Fordham, a double GB Olympian, in the first semi-final of the day. But the fitness and strength of the Army was no match for the youth and skill of Hertfordshire as they were dispatched back to their barracks on the end of a 4-1 pounding! (3 puns in one sentence!).

Herts then took on Staffordshire in the final. The game plan was simple, go at them hard for the first 10 minutes. Herts certainly did and after 2 minute had taken the lead. But a bombardment of Staffs short corners led to the equaliser, and then a bad umpiring decision just before the break saw them take the lead after they were awarded a penalty stroke! Herts came out firing in the second half knowing they had nothing to lose. But disaster struck 10 minutes in, an unforced error in the D allowed the Staffs centre forward to score the easiest of goals! Herts continued to apply the pressure but could not convert chances into goals and were then caught on the break as Staffs scored their fourth. Despite a great effort Herts had to settle for second place. 

