Blueharts Hockey Club response to NHDC Land Allocation & Issues Options Paper January 2008

The Executive Committee of Blueharts Hockey Club totally supports the proposals and views of both Indigo Planning Consultants in their letter of 18 March 2008 and the Directors of Hitchin Town Cricket Ground Limited (‘HTCGL’) in their letter of 18 March 2008.
By supporting the proposal to designate the land adjoining Lucas Lane (H/r24 ) as residential land the Council will achieve its aims of Availability and Achievability.  Both the landowner HTCGL and the lessees, Blueharts and Hitchin CC are in full agreement with this proposal and so this land will become available very quickly.
Blueharts Hockey Club, established over 60 years ago, is recognised as a leading hockey club in the East of England.  The Club moved to Lucas Lane in 1952 and members levelled the two pitches (H/r24) largely through manual labour.  

Our reasons for this are as follows:
The Club aims to regain National League status for our ladies and men's sections, which they both enjoyed in the mid-1990s.  To achieve this, the Club is continually striving to improve the strength of the men's and ladies sections by:

a. Providing mid-week training and coaching sessions.

b. Continuing to attract, develop and retain youngsters by:

· providing competitive hockey 

· providing qualified coaching for U11s, U14s, U18s and adults

· further developing relationships with local schools to ensure every child has the opportunity to experience the game of hockey.

c. Seeking to attract and retain players of all abilities through the playing reputation and "club spirit" of Blueharts Hockey Club.
Note: we were unable to bid for a prestigious Herts Hockey Development Centre for under 14s and under 18s because we do not have a clubhouse adjacent to an all-weather pitch. 

In order to achieve these realistic plans the Club must:

a. Ensure sufficient facilities are available for all teams.  Unfortunately with only an all-weather pitch at Hitchin Boys School the men’s and ladies sides can only play 4 games on a Saturday.  We cannot get more pitch. 

b. We need to provide facilities for Saturday matches for 12-14 age group.

c. Ensure the availability of increased training facilities; currently only two midweek consecutive "slots" are available for our 5 men’s and 3 ladies teams which comprise the 15 and above age ranges.

We cannot implement these without an all-weather pitch at the Lucas Lane ground to supplement that at Hitchin Boys School.  Having all the facilities (pitch, clubhouse, changing facilities) in one location will restore the cohesion of the club to the levels enjoyed when hockey could be played on our grass pitches.  Blueharts will then be able to compete at all levels with the increasing number of clubs, which benefit from their own all-weather pitch.  

Indeed not having our pitch threatens the long-term survival of hockey in Hitchin.

We would also be able to locate our Sunday U11 mini hockey organisation to Lucas Lane.  Parents would not then have to wait for their child in all weathers as they currently do at Hitchin Boys School. 

Our current clubhouse, built around on the structure of a temporary Isolation Hospital relocated to Lucas Lane in the 1950s, has become increasingly difficult and expensive to maintain and protect from vandalism and is very dilapidated. It is also outdated; for example we do not even have separate men and ladies showers.

The proposed allocation of land at Lucas Lane as residential land will allow it to be sold and the proceeds will not go into "developers pockets”. Instead it will be ploughed back into improving the facilities for sport for the benefit of local schools, the clubs and the wider community at no cost to public funds. 
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